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Empowering people with disabilities to realize
there are no limits to what they can do!


 For Immediate Release
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Local Middle School Supports RAMP’s Mission
May 19, 2009 – RAMP is proud to announce the philanthropic efforts of Stephen Mack Middle School in Rockton. On Thursday, May 21, 2009, RAMP will reward the school’s efforts to fundraise for RAMP’s 21st Annual Rockford Wheel-A-Thon with the presentation of an award to Stephen Mack Middle School for their philanthropic support. The school raised over $700 in just a few short weeks. Efforts were led by Jacob Mercer, a 6th grader at Stephen Mack Middle School. Jacob presented Wheel-A-Thon information to other classrooms and really pumped up students and their efforts to raise funds. “He has been putting all of his babysitting money in the envelope, organized a lemonade stand and has sold snow cones to help raise some of the money,” Tricia Rotolo, Jacob’s mother beamed. Fellow student Chloe Burns has helped Mercer lead the efforts. RAMP will have disability awareness activities available for Stephen Mack students in addition to a pizza party for those students who participated in raising funds for RAMP.
The Wheel-A-Thon is a family-friendly disability awareness event that works much like a typical walk-a-thon. Participants, also called “wheelers” collect donations and complete a two mile course taking turns using a wheelchair.  RAMP’s goal is for the community to “get” the message of how an inaccessible society and landscape can hamper even basic progress. Many local companies and organizations gather friends, family and co-workers to form teams and raise funds for RAMP.  The Wheel-A-Thon supports RAMP's mission to promote an accessible society that allows and expects full participation by people with disabilities.
Organize a team for friendly competition and earn Magic Waters passes, Rockford Riverhawks tickets and McDonald’s coupons! Visit our fun easy to use Wheel-A-Thon website at www.RockfordWheelathon.kintera.org to sign up your team, sponsor a wheeler or make a donation.  Sponsorship opportunities are still available. Contact (815)968-7467 or wheelathon@rampcil.org to find out more ways to help.
If you have further questions, please contact Development Director, Amy Morris, (815)968-7467 or amorris@rampcil.org.

All proceeds from the Wheel-A-Thon will benefit RAMP’s Winnebago County services provided out of the Rockford office.  RAMP is a not-for-profit (501c3) that is a passionate partner for people with disabilities desiring to live a useful and rewarding life.  RAMP empowers people with disabilities to realize there are no limits to what they can do.  This is accomplished by assisting them to live independently, make changes in their lives, seek peer support, obtain resources and remove barriers that threaten their dreams of independence.  RAMP advocates the implementation of current laws, promotion of needed legislation and improvement of existing systems for persons with disabilities while working to diminish negative attitudes that threaten to impede equal access. RAMP advocates for and serves people with disabilities out of four offices located in Boone, DeKalb, Stephenson and Winnebago Counties. RAMP is a United Way Member Agency.
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